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QUIZ IN THE CLASSROOM - EDUCATOR GUIDE

Teaching political ideology with the World's
Smallest Political Quiz

A two-minute, two-axis instrument your students can take on any device —
with a live class chart, printable black-and-white handouts, a single-period
lesson, and a field-tested unit plan aligned to AP U.S. Government Unit 4

and state civics standards.

A 20-minute read

o Why the Quiz belongs in a classroom

The World's Smallest Political Quiz, first published by the Advocates in 1987, is a ten-item instrument
that scores two axes — personal freedom and economic freedom — and plots the result on the
Diamond Chart, the Advocates' five-region adaptation of David Nolan's two-axis chart and an

alternative to the left—right line. That makes it two teaching tools in one:

A mirror for students. In two minutes, every student gets a defensible, discussable answer to
"where do | actually stand?" — including the students who discover they're less sortable than the

labels they walked in with.

A lesson about models. The left—right line and the two-axis chart are competing measurement
instruments. Running both against the same class is a hands-on lesson in what models capture,

what they hide, and why political scientists argue about measurement at all.

The framing that makes the whole unit work, from the teacher whose classroom shaped this guide:
labels are important for understanding the world, and labels have limits. We need them; we should

also know what they can't do.



"What [my students] have discovered is that the World's Smallest Political Quiz is
pretty darn good at accurately predicting their ideology — [its] results compare
favorably to 100 question tests."

— 12th-grade AP U.S. Government teacher, Michigan public school

Getting access: the educator portal

Live sessions run through quiz.theadvocates.org, where you apply once for an educator account and

then start a session whenever you need one. The paper handouts in section 9 need no account at all.

1- APPLY 2 . START 3 - SHARE CODE 4 - THE CHART
for an educator a session for join code on the fills in live; reveal
account, once each class period projector, any device when you're ready

The whole pipeline. "Reveal when you're ready" matters: you control when the class sees the aggregate.

Three ways to run it

Sessions — the classroom default. Share the join code, students answer on their own devices,

and the class Nolan chart fills in live. You reveal results to the room when you choose.

Booths — a printed QR-code poster people scan as they pass. Built for events; in a school it fits

club fairs, civics nights, and open houses.

Embeds — the quiz inside your own site. Useful for a course page or district portal; results stream

back to your dashboard.

Add-ons

The application offers optional add-ons. Two are especially useful in schools: bonus questions
(custom, non-scored items — "What grade are you in?" makes period-over-period comparison easy)

and a custom call-to-action (point the results screen at your own course page). Before your first



session, review every setting, including any that collect information from participants, against your

school's policies.

Classroom ground rules

4 )
THE INTEGRITY RULES — NOT OPTIONAL

No names on results. Don't ask students to put their names on their results. Students

answer honestly only when the dot can't be traced back to them — and social-desirability

pressure in a classroom is real. An identifiable quiz measures conformity, not ideology.

Aggregate on the projector, individual on the phone. The class sees the cloud of dots; each

student sees their own result privately.

It's a survey, not a test. Say it out loud on day one: no right answers, no grades on

positions. Grade the reflection, the essay, the argument — never the dot.
You take it too — and share or don't share on the same terms as everyone else.

Every region is a respectable answer. The chart has five neighborhoods and no basement.
If students sense one region is the "wrong answer," the instrument is dead for the rest of

the year.
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If your district requires approval: check the portal's settings and privacy terms against your school's
policies before the first live session, and share them with your administrator. The paper handouts
collect nothing. A worksheet stays with the student or family unless they choose to bring it back, and

the pre/post surveys use a private code instead of a name.

° Standards alignment

The Quiz slots directly into the ideology units that already exist in American civics curricula:

AP U.S. Government & Politics — Unit 4: American Political Ideologies and Beliefs. The Quiz

serves the unit's spine: political socialization (where beliefs come from), ideology as a measurable




construct, competing models of the ideological spectrum, and how ideology shapes policy

positions on economic and social questions.

State civics standards. Most states carry an analog — the Michigan classroom this guide draws on
maps the unit to Civics standard 3.5.1 in the Michigan K-12 Social Studies Standards. Your state's

"political ideologies / role of government" standard is the hook.
The learning targets from that Michigan classroom, reusable as written:

Describe different political ideologies regarding the role of government in regulating the

marketplace.
Describe different political ideologies regarding the role of government in addressing social issues.

Explain how different ideologies impact policy on social issues.

a Lesson plans: one period to a full semester

Three sizes, for grades 9—12 and intro college courses. Each works on paper, live, or both. The
lesson plans are templates, so adapt them to your students and your standards. Keep the Quiz

statements themselves unchanged, because the chart's scoring depends on their wording.

A single class period (45-50 minutes)

You need the black-and-white Quiz sheet (one per student, copied two-sided) or a live session.

MINUTES STEP WHAT HAPPENS

0-5 Predict Students write down, privately, the label they'd pick for themselves and one
sentence on why.

512 Take it Students answer the ten statements, add up both scores, and plot their dot.
Live: they join with the code on the projector, and you keep the class chart
hidden.

12-22 One line vs. Draw the left—right line on the board and ask where "legal marijuana and lower

two scores taxes" goes. Then show the class picture: reveal the live chart, or collect the

unsigned paper sheets and have a volunteer tally the five regions on the
board.


file:///Users/advocates/Developer/advocates/demos/demos/wspq-classroom-bw-sheet.html

MINUTES STEP

WHAT HAPPENS

22-37 Each region
on its own
terms

37-45 Discuss

45-50 Exit ticket

Groups of three take one region each. Using the back of the sheet, each
group writes the strongest case for its region in its own words, then gives a
one-minute summary to the class. Use the section 6 table if a group gets
stuck.

Choose two questions from section 7.

"Did your result match your prediction? What explains the gap or the match?"
Grade the reasoning, never the dot.

30-minute version: drop the group work and assign the back of the sheet as reading. Intro college:

replace the exit ticket with the instrument-comparison lab from section 8.

A full semester: the pre/post comparison

The pre/post survey templates pair a start-of-term survey with a matching end-of-term survey. Both

include the ten Quiz statements word for word, a label question, and five items on how students think

about people who disagree with them. Students use a private code instead of a name, and a teacher

tally sheet turns matched pairs into class totals. It takes about 15 minutes of class time at each end of

the term. Watch the items on explaining the other side as closely as the dots.

A field-tested three-day unit

This arc comes from a working 12th-grade AP Government classroom in a Michigan public school,

shared with us by the teacher who runs it. It's one good way, not the way — every piece works

standalone, and the discussion bank in section 7 supports whatever subset you use.

THE NIGHT BEFORE

The take-home

Send home the black-and-white Quiz sheet (or the one-page color edition) for students to give a parent

or family member. No discussion yet — just "have someone at home take this and bring it back." The

payoff lands tomorrow.


file:///Users/advocates/Developer/advocates/demos/demos/wspq-classroom-pre-post-survey.html
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DAY ONE
Political socialization — where do your views come from?

Lecture + discussion: family, media, school, faith, peers, events — the standard socialization agents,

with the running question "what are you consuming, and who chose it?"
Students take the Quiz live (join code on the projector; class chart hidden for now) or on paper.

The comparison moment: students privately compare their result to their family member's take-home
result. In many classrooms the apple lands near the tree, which makes for a vivid demonstration of
socialization. Debrief without asking anyone to disclose: "Raise your hand if you landed closer to

your parent than you expected."

DAY TWO
Models of ideology — the line vs. the diamond

Walk the left—right line issue by issue; let students place themselves. It works — until it doesn't.

Where does "legalize marijuana but cut taxes" sit on a single line?

Reveal the class aggregate from day one. Whoever sits along the left-right band shows what the line

captures. Then look at who doesn'tfit the band, which is exactly what the second axis is for.

Close on the measurement lesson: both models are instruments; instruments have error; more axes
explain more people at the cost of simplicity. (This is also the AP hook into how public opinion gets

measured at all.)



DAY THREE

The five neighborhoods — ideologies on their own terms

Equal time across the five regions (Libertarian, Progressive, Conservative, Authoritarian, and
Moderate) through lecture, discussion, and video (see section 9). The back of the black-and-white

sheet gives a short description of each.

Use the section 6 table as the classroom discipline: every ideology gets described as it describes

itself before anyone critiques it.

Let result-curiosity drive the depth: in the source classroom, students are most curious about the
libertarian region because it's the one they know least — and some retake the Quiz changing
answers to explore how the map responds. That's not cheating; that's the instrument teaching the

axes. Name it and encourage it.

AP EXTENSION - ONE OR TWO DAYS

Go deeper

Essay work from section 8, the instrument-comparison lab (WSPQ vs. a long-form ideology test), or a

video day with the post-viewing question set from section 7.

o Teaching every ideology at full strength

The sharpest observation from the classroom that shaped this guide: students learn each ideology
from its opponents’descriptions. They can recite "libertarians want lower taxes" without ever hearing
"...and voluntary charity doing what mandated programs do now." The same flattening happens to
every region — students just have more exposure to liberal and conservative self-descriptions, so the

caricature gap is worst for the unfamiliar ones.

The classroom discipline that fixes it: before any ideology is critiqued, it gets stated as its adherents
would state it. A starting table:



THE CARICATURE

REGION STUDENTS ARRIVE AS IT DESCRIBES ITSELF
WITH

Conservative "Old-fashioned; Tested institutions embody accumulated wisdom; change should
against everything prove itself before it's imposed; family, faith, and community do work
new." the state can't.

Progressive "Wants the Markets left alone produce power imbalances real people can't opt
government to run out of; collective action through government is how a society
everything." guarantees dignity to everyone, not just winners.

Libertarian "Less taxes, legal pot,  "Lower taxes" pairs with voluntary charity replacing mandated
no military — basically  programs; "legalize" pairs with personal responsibility for the
chaos." consequences; "less military" means less empire-building abroad, not

no defense. Peaceful people should be governed by consent, not
permission.

Authoritarian "People who hate Order, security, and shared purpose are the preconditions of every
freedom." other good; a strong state is how a society protects itself from chaos,

exploitation, and enemies.

Moderate "Can't make up their Judging each question on its merits is a position; skepticism of

minds."

package-deal ideologies is itself a considered stance about how
certain anyone should be.

Assign it as an exercise: each student (or group) drafts the "as it describes itself" column for the

region farthest from their own dot, then a member of that region — or the teacher — grades the

steelman for accuracy. Arguing the other side is an AP skill anyway; here it doubles as the tolerance

lesson.



Discussion question bank

DAY ONE - SOCIALIZATION

Where did your three strongest political opinions come from? Can you trace each to a person, a

platform, or an experience?

If your result landed near your family member's — is that evidence your views are borrowed, or

evidence you were raised with good ones? How would you tell the difference?

What would it take for your dot to move? Has anyone here ever actually changed their mind on a

political question — and what did it?

DAY TWO - MODELS

Name a real public figure the left-right line describes badly. What information does the second axis
add?

Our class aggregate: what does the shape of our cloud say — and what can'tit say, given who's in
the room?

A teacher who has used the Quiz for years found that its results compared well with much longer
ideology tests. How could our class test that claim? If it holds, what does it suggest about how much

structure political beliefs have?

If you could add an eleventh question to the Quiz, what would it be — and which axis would it score?

DAY THREE - IDEOLOGIES
Describe your own region the way its harshest critic would. What does the critic get right?

Pick the region farthest from your dot: what's the strongest single argument it has that your region

struggles to answer?

Some of you retook the Quiz to see what moves the dot. Which answers turned out to carry the most

weight — and does that match which issues you think matter most?

Why might someone's economic views and personal-freedom views differ? Is consistency across both

axes a virtue, or just a temperament?



AFTER ANY VIDEO
What did the video emphasize that our class discussion didn't — and what did it leave out?
Whose self-description did the video present fairly? Whose came out as a caricature? Be specific.

The video was produced by an organization with a point of view (so was every source this unit).

What's the difference between a source having a perspective and a source being unusable?

a Assessment that grades thinking, not positions

Predict, then take. Before the Quiz: students write down the region they expect and why. After: a

paragraph on the gap (or the match) and what produced it. Grade the reasoning.

The steelman essay. Argue the strongest case for the region farthest from your result, using its
own vocabulary — then one paragraph on the best objection to it. (This is section 6 as an

assessment.)

The instrument-comparison lab. Take the WSPQ and one long-form ideology test; compare
results, question count, and question fypes. Which items did the work? Write up: what makes a

measurement instrument good — validity, reliability, or brevity?

The socialization audit. A week-long media diary mapped against the student's dot: if an alien read

only your feed, where would it predict you'd land — and did it?

AP FRQ practice. The Quiz's two axes map cleanly onto free-response prompts about ideology
and policy: have students argue how a libertarian, a progressive, and a conservative would each

approach one live policy question, citing the axis that drives each answer.

Never graded: the dot itself, moving or not moving, and whether anyone shares their result at all.

e The resource shelf

Ready now

The black-and-white Quiz sheet (Letter and A4). The front has the ten statements, scoring, and a
full-grid chart; the back explains the five regions and adds four discussion questions. Built for

school copiers, and free to duplicate for classroom use.


file:///Users/advocates/Developer/advocates/demos/demos/wspq-classroom-bw-sheet.html

The color one-pager: the same Quiz on a single Letter page, handy for the take-home exercise.

Pre/post survey templates (Letter and A4): start-of-term and end-of-term surveys, plus a teacher
tally sheet.

The original printed Quiz. The classic one-page black-and-white edition with type descriptions,
included with your materials. It uses the Quiz's earlier question set, so its scores won't line up with

the online Quiz or the handouts above. Use one version per class.
The "Beyond Labels" study guide, for the video day below.
This guide as a PDF — for your department binder or a colleague.

The live session portal — quiz.theadvocates.org: apply once, run it every semester.

The video day

FREE TO CHOOSE NETWORK - IZZITEDU

"Beyond Labels" — 18 min 36 sec

A Free to Choose Network film on political ideology and the war of labels — why words like fascist,
socialist, and authoritarian get weaponized, why the single left-right line breaks when history's hardest
cases are placed on it, and how a two-axis map (the Nolan Chart's approach) separates what the one-
dimensional line collapses: economic systems from political systems. Features historian Rainer

Zitelmann, Advocates for Self-Government president Mike Sertic, and Daniel DiMartino.

Runtime: at 18:36 it runs past the 8—12 minute window many teachers prefer. Two ways to fit it: split the
viewing at the film's hinge (history — the better map) across two class days, or assign it as homework

with the question set below and spend class time on the discussion.

Fit: best for 11th—12th grade civics and AP Government; the historical case study includes archival

footage of Nazi Germany — preview it as you would any WWII-era material.
» Watch "Beyond Labels" on YouTube (izzitEDU)

The full teacher study guide is ready — segment-by-segment viewing questions with timestamps, the
film's own definitions, discussion sets, essay prompts, and an answer key. The quick discussion set

below works for a lighter touch.
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QUICK DISCUSSION SET FOR "BEYOND LABELS"

The film opens with a montage of political insults. What work is a label like "fascist" or "communist"

doing in those clips that an argument isn't?

Restate the film's core distinction — economic systems versus political systems — in your own words,

with one example of each.

Why does the film's central historical case break the single left—right line? What features of that

regime pull in "opposite" directions on the line?

The film argues authoritarianism can coexist with very different economic arrangements. What does

that imply about what a one-dimensional spectrum hides?

"All German Shepherds are dogs, but not all dogs are German Shepherds." Which two terms is the

film untangling with that line, and why do they get conflated?

Compare the film's four-quadrant map to the Diamond Chart you plotted yourself this unit. Same

axes? Different labels? What would your dot's neighborhood be called in each?

The film is made by organizations with a point of view — and says so. Which of its historical claims

could you check independently, and how would you?

In development — shaped by teacher requests

The Unit 4 short video (8—12 minutes). Still the most-requested format from classroom teachers —
the attention-window companion to "Beyond Labels" for classes that can't spend the full period.

Teachers who want to shape or pilot it: write us.

A slide-ready mini-deck per unit day, matching this guide's arc.

"I can't have an entire class focused on me the whole hour — | need to change the
voice, and that's where | put in a video every day. Less than 8 minutes is too short for
the kids to get into it; more than 12 is too long for their attention.”

— The same Michigan AP Government teacher, on why the video matters




Permission to reprint or duplicate this guide for educational use is hereby given, provided attribution is included.



